
Nominations Needed for Parent-elected Member of the Board of 
Directors 

 
 On October 24th, parents will elect an Académie Lafayette parent for a two-year 
term on the Board of Directors.  It’s time now for nominations for that position.  As set 
by the school’s charter, Académie Lafayette is governed by a Board of Directors of up 
to 13 members.  Two of the Directors are parent-elected Directors who serve staggered 
two year terms.     
 
Current Board of Directors 
 The Board currently has 10 members.  Dave Cozad, parent of Madeline, 8th grade 
and Sarah, 5th grade, is the current President of the Board.  Mike Zeller, parent of Sam 
(alum), and Miles, 4th grade, is the Vice President.  Board members are Pam Gard (alum 
parent) Harriet Charno (grandparent of Nakysha Osadchey), Jane Alley (alum parent), 
Brian Hendrickson (parent of Lauren, 5th grade, Sophie, 3rd grade, and Molly, 1st grade), 
Melissa Thomas (parent of Madeline, 5th grade, and Gus, 1st grade), Herb Hardwick 
(alum parent), Dr. Tony Moore, and Dr. Stephen Green.    Dr. Moore and Dr. Green are 
recent additions to the Board.  Both have a wealth of knowledge and experience in 
urban education, and we are fortunate that they are willing to serve on our Board.    
 
 Meetings 
 The Board meets at least monthly, but occasionally more than monthly.  The 
Board is responsible for school governance and policy-making, including decision 
making on Human Resources, Finance, Academics/Curriculum, Building, Development 
(raising money), Recruitment and Retention, and Technology.   Parent-elected directors 
are expected to attend Parent Association meetings and make a presentation at each 
Parent Association meeting about board actions.   
 
Terms/Qualifications 
 Parent-elected directors serve two year terms.  Brian Hendrickson and Melissa 
Thomas are our two parent-elected directors.  Melissa’s term is expiring in October, and 
the election in October will select her replacement.  Nominees must be: 

• A guardian of a student at Académie Lafayette;  
• A good citizen of the school;   
• A person of good character and standing in the community;  
• Willing and able to serve on committees, attend meetings, and make 

decisions that affect the day to day operation of this school 
• Willing to leave your own child’s interests at the door of the board room 

and consider only what is best for the school as a whole.   
 
It’s not all work 

 
Serving on the Board is rewarding.  It is an opportunity to give back to the 

school and the community.  At the end of your term you can look back and see your 
accomplishments in the faces of the children you serve.   Academie Lafayette works 
because parents are involved.  Serving on the Board of Directors is a chance to step up 
and make a difference.   
 
Next Step 



 
 If you are interested in serving on the Board of Directors please write a short 
letter telling us why you want to serve and tell us about your background.  Provide this 
information to Carlos McClain via fax (816-361-5788) or email 
cmcclain.lafayette@gmail.com by close of business-- 5 PM -- on Friday, October 9th.    
These letters will be sent home to all families in the student’s backpacks.   At Boo Bayou 
on October 24th , each nominee will be introduced and asked to speak briefly about 
why they want to be elected and what they can bring to the position.   Voting will then 
commence during the “Boo Bayou” on October 24th, and voting will continue on 
Monday, October 26th, from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. at the front offices at both the Oak 
Street and Kindergarten campuses. 
  
Voting 
 Each custodial household will have one vote.  If you share custody, your family 
still has one vote.  If you have three children, your family still has one vote.   
 
Questions? 
 If you have questions about this process, please contact Dave Cozad at 816-444-
5164 or email dccozad@kc.rr.com  
 



The Stanford Test Season is coming up! Please be on time! 

 

Chers Parents, Bonjour! 

 

Your child will be taking the Stanford test in the morning next 

week: from Tuesday until Friday. 

 

It is important that your child be well rested on these days !  

And it is also crucial that your child be on time in the classroom. 
 

Testing will begin promptly at 8:30 am, so please be sure that 

your child arrives on time to school.  I believe that all parents 

should do their best to bring their child to school at 8:10 am at 

the latest.   

 

The testing sessions will start at 8:30 am, and any child who 

would arrive late, will have to “retake” the test at a later date.   

 

This will mean much time wasted for both your child and the A.L. 

Staff.  So Congrats if you are already taking the necessary step 

to have your child at school on time!  If you have not yet, please 

make the effort.  Remember, children learn more from what we 

do than from what we say! 

 

Also, please send a healthy snack (i.e. nothing sticky or greasy 

like candy and chips) and a bottle of water with your child on 

these days.  

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Eric Roskam 

Assistant Principal 






